
Friday 29th November 2019 

Principal’s Message 

After what seems like months of rain, we are experiencing a cold spell and students should be safe when 

travelling to and from school if the pavements are icy. This year we brought in a new mobile phone policy 

– phones should not be switched on or be seen during the Academy day. This has worked extremely well 

and students have been mature in understanding why we introduced this policy. As with any policy, after 

3 months some students start to try and push the boundaries and headphones/mobile phones have      

appeared again. We want to support parents, who like their child to have a phone for the end of the day, 

so students complying with our ‘not on and not out’ policy is crucial. Parents have been incredibly         

supportive of this policy and we know that it has reduced the problems with social media within the         

Academy. 

In Manchester Academy we have students from across the world and despite differences in history,       

language, culture and religion our students respect each other’s heritage and that is what makes the 

Academy a special place to lead. We are gaining a national reputation for supporting students who have 

not lived in the UK for very long and many of our students act as buddies and help these newly arrived 

students. I am proud of the tolerance and respect shown in the school towards our diverse range of       

students, whatever nationality, faith, sexuality, race – when you join Manchester Academy you are part of 

a special family. The current General Election campaign has encouraged many of our students to debate 

the future they want and their priorities. It is clear to me that the next generation will lead with moral 

purpose and integrity. 

Year 11 are coming to the end of their Pre-Public Examinations and Y7 and Y10 have their Big Tests over 

the next fortnight. I wish all the students the best of luck. The importance of achieving your best grades is 

being made clear to Y11 as they finish their college application forms and enter their predicted grades, 

selling yourself and your potential brings home the need to succeed across all your subjects. 

Keep warm and let’s make the final month of this decade a magical one for all at Manchester Academy. 

Mr Eldon, Principal 

Year 7 

Following on from a brilliant celebration assembly on Friday the morale of the year 7s is still blooming and 

is evident around school. Positive merits are at an all-time high with year 7 gaining 3459 and which 1306  

 



have been awarded for students thriving on challenge and being ready to learn. Each form has received 

an advent calendar from myself today that they will get to open throughout December, as a small token 

of my appreciate and a thank you for all their hard work so far during their first term with us at           

Manchester Academy. 

Things to be looking forward to: 

Year 7 will be having their rewards assembly next week where all ATL 1 students will receive their first ATL 

badge and there will be opportunity to win prizes, including a £100 JD voucher. Every half-term there is an 

ATL data collection so being ATL 1 will bring both recognition and prizes. 

There will also be the opportunity for forms to take part in the Year 7 bake off on Friday 13th December, 

where forms will cook dishes at home with their families and bring in to celebrate the huge range of     

cultures we have across the year group. 

Three more weeks to go until everyone has completed their first full term in school. This is the longest 

term of the year and is especially tough for Y7. Let’s keep up with this positive attitude and rhythm. Well 

done year 7. 

Miss Maybury 

 

Year 8 

This week has been very exciting with the Y8 rewards assembly for ATL 1. Lots of students received ATL 

prizes ranging from chocolate bars to £100 JD gift voucher. All students really got on board with this     

assembly and it was a privilege to lead such a positive celebration of the Y8 success.  

A number of students and parents have been asking me about their ATL “High 5” reports this week. If 

your child has been put on this kind of report it is because their form teacher feels that they are very 

close to achieving ATL 1 and the report is just a helping hand for the student to achieve this.  

With the challenging weather this week, it is fantastic to still see the majority of Y8 in full smart uniform. 

It is clear to me that Y8 take great pride in their uniform which is fantastic to see.   

This week has seen Y8 boys football team beat MEA Central  2-1 in a league fixture. The boys worked very 

hard for their victory and this is a great platform for them to move up the league now. Abdalla S was man 

of the match with a fantasia performance.  

Mr Boyle 

 

Year 9 

Ms Henzell has been absent this week, following an operation. She would be proud of the way the year 

group have managed in her absence. The rewards assembly is coming and the uniform remains             

consistent. The Form Tutors, Academy Behaviour team and Mr Horrigan (VP) are guiding the year group 

until Ms Henzell returns. 

Mr Eldon  



Year 10 

While the weather has been dull and dreary this week, year 10 have had a cheerful week and enjoyed 

their first rewards assembly after ATL scores were released for this half term. It was fantastic to recognise 

the students who take full accountability for their learning with some amazing prizes! Special                

congratulations Hiba for winning a £100 JD Sports voucher! It was lovely to see the energy from all        

students as they saw that hard work pays off. I have had a number of conversations with students who 

felt energised by knowing they can improve their attitude to learning just some with simple choices and 

asking for support when they need it.  

Monday is the start of the Y10 Autumn Term Big Tests. Year 10 should be making sure they keep checking 

class charts for homework and revision tasks. Teachers have shared resources to help students get ready 

for their tests. It a great opportunity for students to utilise the study skills techniques they learnt about in 

form before half term. Any students struggling to access revision materials or organising their revision 

should see their form tutor or teachers for help. Good luck everyone! 

Uniform has been excellent this week and again, even on cold and wet mornings, students are well pre-

sented and look ready to learn. Let’s keep this up.   

Ms Tempest 

 

Year 11 

Rewards  

- An amazing start to the week; by rewarding our year 11 students for all their hard work in Autumn 1 

term. A prize draw was conducted in assembly for those students’ who had achieved a 1.6 and  below 

Attitude for Learning (ATL) score. Over 19 prizes were won, including stationary kits, food vouchers, and 

the big one £100 JD voucher. Well done to all our winners!  

Pre-Public Examinations conclude next week with English on Wednesday 6th December. We will be    

holding an Examinations results day assembly! More information to follow.  

College Applications 

- A group of students spent the afternoon taking part in an Employability workshop located at the Power-

house in association with Manchester Young Lives. This is an amazing organisation that supports post 16 

students that require specific support.  

Award ceremony  

- A reminder to parents that have received an invitation, Thursday 7th December, the Year 11 team will 

be holding an Awards Ceremony to celebrate outstanding achievement. 6:30 -8PM at the Whitworth   

Gallery.  



Mr. Sealy  

Period 6  

“Darius P is a superstar.”  

He attended period 6 today, I stressed it was not compulsory because of staff well-being but I was happy 

to be here if anyone wanted. He has finished the work that everyone else is still finishing. He has started 

the next element of the assignment brief ahead of anyone else and has completed 1 assessment            

objective, without fully checking- this is perhaps at Merit standard.”  

Miss McClellan 


